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THE INDOCHINESE REFUGEES 
ANNCR: 

THE SITUATION IS LOOKING A BIT MORE PROMISING FOR THE 
RESETTLEMENT OF THE THOUSANDS OF INDOCHINESE REFUGEES IN SOUTHEAST 
ASIA,...AS WE HEAR IN THIS BACKGROUND REPORT BY VOA'S AL GRIGIS. 
VOICE! 

THERE ARE ABOUT ONE HUNDRED FIFTEEN THOUSAND INDOCHINESE 
REFUGEES AWAITING RESETTLEMENT, OF THESE, MORE THAN ONE HUNDRED 
THOUSAND ARE IN CAMPS IN THAILAND, SEVERAL THOUSAND OTHERS ARE 
IN MALAYSIA, AND THE REMAINDER ARE IN THE PHILIPPINES, HONG KONG, 
JAPAN, , INDONESIA, SINGAPORE, TAIWAN, SOUTH KOREA AND INDIA, THE 
HAVEN PROVIDED BY THESE COUNTRIES ALLOWS THE NECESSARY TIME FOR 
PROCESSING AND RESETTLING THE REFUGEES. BUT STATE DEPARTMENT 
OFFICIALS SAY THE U.S. REFUGEE PROGRAM AND THOSE IN OTHER COUNTRIES 
INCLUDING FRANCE, AUSTRALIA AND CANADA, ARE NOT KEEPING PACE WITH 
THE NEW ARRIVALS. 

THOSE ESCAPING BY BOATS CONTINUE TO NUMBER IN EXCESS 
OF THREE THOUSAND PER MONTH, WHILE THOSE COMING INTO THAILAND BY 
LAND NUMBER ABOUT THREE THOUSAND A MONTH. SINCE THE 
BEGINNING OF THE YEAR, FIVE THOUSAND REFUGEES HAVE REACHED 
MALAYSIA BY BOAT. 

THE AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT HAS ANNOUNCED THAT IT WILL ACCEPT 
AN ADDITIONAL NINE THOUSAND VIETNAMESE REFUGEES OVER THE NEXT 
YEAR, AND IMMIGRATION MINISTER MICHAEL MACKELLER SAYS AUSTRALIA 
MIGHT WELL DECIDE TO TAKE EVEM MORE, AUSTRALIA HAS ALREADY 
ACCEPTED ELEVEN THOUSAND REFUGEES. 


BACKGROUNDER NO. 5~5839 PAGE 2 

IN THE UNITED STATES, ATTORNEY GENERAL GRIFFIN BELL HAS 
ASKED CONGRESS FOR AUTHORIZATION TO ADMIT AN ADDITIONAL TWENTY 
FIVE THOUSAND INDOCHINESE REFUGEES. TO DATE, THE UNITED STATES 
HAS ADMITTED ABOUT ONE HUNDRED SIXTY THOUSAND INDOCHINESE REFUGEES. 

DEPUTY ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF STATE ROBERT OAKLEY, IN 
TESTIMONY BEFORE A CONGRESSIONAL COMMITTEE, SAID THAT PRESIDENT 
CARTER HAS APPROVED A CONTINUING COMMITMENT TO THE REFUGEES. 
MR. OAKLEY ALSO COMMENDED THE THAI AND MALAYSIAN GOVERNMENTS FOR 
PROVIDING TEMPORARY ASYLUM FOR SUCH LARGE NUMBERS OF INDOCHINESE 
REFUGEES. 

MEANWHILE, THE CHINESE GOVERNMENT ON TAIWAN HAS OFFERED 
TEMPORARY ASYLUM TO BOAT REFUGEES, AND JAPAN HAS ANNOUNCED 
THAT IT WILL PROVIDE AN ADDITIONAL TEN MILLION DOLLARS TO THE 
UNITED NATIONAL HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR REFUGEES TO PROVIDE RELIEF 
TO THE INDOCHINESE REFUGEES. THE JAPANESE GOVERNMENT HAS ALSO 
DECIDED THAT VIETNAMESE REFUGEES CAN LIVE PERMANENTLY IN JAPAN, 
PROVIDED THEY HAVE FOSTER PARENTS OR OTHER PERSONS WHO WILL ACT 
AS THEIR GUARANTORS, 
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